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Contact
Information

Department of Politics and International Relations
University of Oxford
Manor Road Building, Manor Road www.lisayfan.com

Oxford, OX1 3UQ lisa.fan@politics.ox.ac.uk

Research
Interests

Authoritarianism, Gender, Political Communication, Machine Learning, Natural
Language Processing

Appointments University of Oxford 2025–
Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Comparative Politics, Department of Politics &
International Relations (DPIR)
• Associate Member at Nuffield College

Education Columbia University
Ph.D., Political Science 2025
• Fields: Comparative Politics, International Relations
• Dissertation: Three Essays on Gender & Loyalty in Authoritarian Regimes
• Committee: Kimuli Kasara, Allison Carnegie, Tamar Mitts, Calvin Thrall,
Diana O’Brien

M.Phil., Political Science 2022
M.A., Political Science 2021

Wellesley College
B.A., Political Science and Economics, summa cum laude 2017

Mansfield College, University of Oxford
Visiting Student Program in Politics, Philosophy and Economics 2016

Publications “Multilateral Messaging: International Organizations, Social Media, and Public
Opinion” with Allison Carnegie and Richard Clark. Review of International Orga-
nizations, forthcoming.

Under Review “Weaponizing Women’s Voices: Hypocrisy Claims and the Erosion of Women’s
Rights in Autocracies” with Stephanie Char. Revise and Resubmit at Comparative
Political Studies.

“Gender and Party Loyalty in Electoral Autocracies: Evidence from Turkey.”

*Honorable Mention, Empirical Study of Gender Research Network (2024)

“AI in Global Governance: International Organizations, Emerging Technology, and
Legitimacy” with Allison Carnegie and Seowoo Chung.

“Gendered Expressions of Loyalty: How Women Play the Sycophant Card.”

“Echoes of Erosion: Communicating Foreign Democratic Backsliding in Autoc-
ratizing Regimes” with Tony Zirui Yang and Eddy S.F. Yeung.
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Working Papers “The Public Opinion Consequences of Voter Uncertainties about Democratic Out-
comes” with Eddy S.F. Yeung, Jonathan A. Chu, and Scott Williamson.

“Beyond Credit-Claiming: Threat-based Genderwashing and Authoritarian Re-
silience.”

“How Autocrats Speak: Introducing a Global Dataset of Authoritarian Communi-
cation” with Humeyra Biricik, Eddy S.F. Yeung, and Scott Williamson.

“Appealing to Democracy: Strategic Variation in Democratic Rhetoric across
Global Autocracies” with Humeyra Biricik, Eddy S.F. Yeung, and Scott Williamson.

“Peer Pressure: Interstate Criticism and Treaty Ratification” with Stephanie Char.

Works in
Progress

“Public Understandings of Democracy” with Anja Neundorf, Aykut Ozturk, Souley-
mane Yameogo, and Scott Williamson.

“Detection without Enforcement: Artificial Intelligence and the Limits of Global
Governance” with Allison Carnegie and Seowoo Chung.

“The Politics of Antipolitics” with Eddy S.F. Yeung and Scott Williamson.

“Mass Understandings of Free and Fair Elections” with Eddy S.F. Yeung, Jonathan
A. Chu, Bardia Rahmani, and Scott Williamson.

“International Organizations and Post-Hegemonic Reconfiguration” with Allison
Carnegie.

Other Selected
Writings

“How Autocrats Avoid Angering Their Pro-Democratic Publics” with Scott Williamson,
Jonathan A. Chu, and Eddy S.F. Yeung. Policy Brief Series on the Authoritarian
Eco-System, Westminster Foundation for Democracy, 2026.

Presentations/
Invited Talks

DPIR Women’s Network, University of Oxford 2026
Authoritarian Political Systems Group Conference 2026
Political Studies Association Annual Conference 2026
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (scheduled) 2022–2026
Politics Research Colloquium, University of Oxford 2026
Gender, Human Rights and Security Conference, Columbia University 2025
Politics & Gender Conference, Rutgers University 2025
International Studies Association Annual Convention 2024
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting 2022–2023
European Political Science Association Annual Meeting 2022

Workshops WhoGov Mini-Conference, University of Oslo (Scheduled) 2026
Empirical Study of Gender Research Network, University of Bergen 2026
Authoritarian Politics Mini-Conference, University of Oxford 2026
Human Rights and IR, University of Notre Dame 2026
Oxford Authoritarian Politics Network, University of Oxford 2026
Authoritarian Political Systems Group 2025
Gender and Political Participation Working Group 2024
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Human Rights and Democratic Backsliding, Arizona State University 2023
ISERP Interdisciplinary Graduate Seminar, Columbia University 2023
Empirical Study of Gender Research Network, Harvard University 2022
Graduate Student Workshop, Columbia University 2022

Grants and
Awards

DPIR Research Support Fund, University of Oxford 2026
Calleva Research Centre (with Scott Williamson and Eddy S.F. Yeung) 2026
APSA Women, Gender & Politics Travel Grant 2024
Virginia Gray Graduate Student Research Award 2024
APSA Women, Gender & Politics Section Grant 2024
Empirical Study of Gender Research Network 2024
International Studies Association Travel Grant 2024
Columbia Experimental Laboratory for Social Sciences Seed Grant 2023
Dissertation Development Grant, Columbia University 2023
Institute for Social and Economic Research and Policy Grant 2023
Mansfield College Visiting Student Prize, Oxford University 2016
Visiting Student Prize for Michaelmas Term, Oxford University 2015

Fellowships Academic Year Fellowship, Weatherhead East Asian Institute 2024
Summer Fellowship, Weatherhead East Asian Institute 2024
Provost’s Fellowship, Columbia University 2019
Dean’s Fellowship, Columbia University 2019

Service Human Rights Graduate Student Conference, Co-organizer 2023
Columbia University International Politics Seminar, Coordinator 2021–2023
Graduate Student Workshop, Coordinator 2021–2023

Teaching Columbia University

Research Design: Scope and Methods, Professor Abdullah Aydogan 2025
Columbia–Leadership Alliance Summer Research Program 2023
Chinese Politics, Professor Junyan Jiang 2023
Introduction to Human Rights, Professor Andrew Nathan 2022
Introduction to International Relations, Professor Alexander de la Paz 2022
Autocracy and Democracy, Professor Timothy Frye 2021
Introduction to International Relations, Professor Kimberly Marten 2020

Wellesley College

Introduction to Microeconomics, Professor Patrick McEwan 2014

Research
Assistance

Research Assistant, Professor Allison Carnegie, Columbia University 2022
Research Assistant, Professor Kimuli Kasara, Columbia University 2020
Research Assistant, MIT Governance Lab (GOV/LAB) 2017

Professional
Experience

White and Case, LLP, Washington, D.C. 2017–2019
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International Arbitration and Antitrust Legal Assistant

Programming R, LATEX, Python

References Scott Williamson
Department of Politics and International Relations
University of Oxford
Magdalen College
Oxford, United Kingdom
scott.williamson@politics.ox.ac.uk

Allison Carnegie
Department of Political Science
Columbia University
1331 International Affairs Building
New York, NY 10027
allison.carnegie@columbia.edu

Diana O’Brien
Department of Political Science
Washington University in St. Louis
One Brookings Drive
St. Louis, MO 63130
dzobrien@wustl.edu

Calvin Thrall
Department of Political Science
Columbia University
1303A International Affairs Building
New York, NY 10027
ct3168@columbia.edu
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